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A Grassroot Update

Play. Smile. Dream. Grow. is our new tagline at Grassroots Project, and we're thrilled
about how naturally it reflects who we are and what we do. It captures the joy of
play, the confidence of a smile, the power of big dreams, and the importance of
growth from infancy to adulthood. This evolution in our brand language beautifully
aligns with our mission to build children’s confidence and empower youth through
sports, the arts, and literacy.

Call to Action

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!

In a time when children need more support than ever due to their parents’
immigration status, your help can make a real difference. By giving, volunteering,
or simply spreading the word, you help ensure more kids have the chance to Play.
Smile. Dream. Grow. alongside a community that believes in their potential.

Help us be part of a global movement this December 2, Giving Tuesday, by sharing
our mission with your friends, coworkers and family. Sharing is important as we
have a matching gift of $25,000 this year.

Thanks,

P Eligebth



http://www.grassrootprojects.org/donate
http://www.grassrootprojects.org/donate

Car Seat Safety
Matters

Car seat safety education is essential, especially for immigrant
parents who face language barriers and unfamiliar systems.
Nearly 70% of children involved in fatal car crashes were not
properly restrained, highlighting the urgent need for clear
guidance.

This year, our Program Coordinator became a certified Child
Passenger Safety Technician, enabling us to provide culturally
responsive, hands-on support. We recently hosted a workshop
and offered car seat installation checks for Burmese refugee
families needing help with properly securing infant and booster

Focus Groups seats.

SUPPORTING OUR IMMIGRANT PARENTS
How we strengthen support for the families we serve.

We recently hosted two focus groups with immigrant
parents to better understand their needs. Parents shared
that language and cultural barriers make it difficult to
integrate into the community, often leading to isolation.
They also expressed interest in financial literacy, small
business development, and navigating changing family
dynamics. A major barrier—especially for mothers—is the ¥
high cost of childcare, which limits opportunities for
education and employment.

These insights are helping shape our 2026-2029 strategic
plan and guide how we support families moving forward.

It Takes A Village

A NIGHT OF ART, CULTURE, AND COMMUNITY
IMPACT

The It Takes a Village Art Reception brought together
local artists, community members, and supporters for a
vibrant celebration of creativity and community. Held on
October 28, National Immigrants Day, the event honored
the richness immigrants bring to our community, while
raising vital funds for immigrant and refugee children.

It was a powerful reminder that “it takes a village to raise
a child & together, we are that village.” Thank you to
Meenakshi Sinha for the beautiful artwork, Masti Bar and Grill for the refreshments, Third Culture
Coffee for hosting the event and to the entire village of donors, artists, and volunteers who made
this event a success.




In the Spotlight:
A Donor Making
Dreams Grow

Shemoli Jhaveri

In this edition of our newsletter, we are thrilled to shine the spotlight on Shemoli
Jhaveri, a remarkable individual whose generosity and dedication have profoundly
impacted Grassroot Projects. Her journey with us began as an early hands-on
volunteer, and her unwavering support continues to inspire us all.

A LEGACY OF COMMITMENT

Shemoli's journey with Grassroot Projects started when she first volunteered with us,
bringing her energy and passion to our mission of helping children and youth. Even
after relocating to Texas, her commitment to our cause never wavered. She
continues to provide critical funding for our general operations, ensuring that we
can keep making a difference in the lives of those we serve.

INSPIRING OTHERS TO GIVE

This year, Shemoli took her generosity a step further during the Microsoft Giving
event in October. Not only did she match team donations, but she also inspired her
colleagues to contribute, amplifying the impact of their support. Her actions
demonstrate the power of community and collaboration, and her efforts encourage
others to join in our mission.

JOIN SHEMOLI IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Shemoli's story is a testament to the profound impact one person can have. Her
dedication and support have helped us reach new heights, and her spirit of giving
inspires us all. We invite you to join Shemoli in supporting Grassroot Projects,
whether through volunteering, donations, or spreading the word about our work.
Together, let's continue to make a meaningful difference in the lives of children and
youth.

Thank you, Shemoli, for your incredible support and for encouraging others to follow
in your footsteps. Your generosity is a beacon of hope and a catalyst for change.



Meet our new board members

DARCIE SWIKE

Darcie is currently Executive Director of a nonprofit
organization serving the underserved central Indiana.
She brings a diverse background in nonprofit
leadership, having previously worked with
organizations focused on domestic violence, human
trafficking, law, and healthcare administration.

A graduate of Purdue University, Darcie holds a
Bachelor of Arts in English and a Bachelor of Science in
Human Services. She is also a certified civil and
domestic mediator, with additional certifications in
urban agriculture and permaculture design, and
degreed in plant-based culinary arts.

Outside of her professional work, Darcie is a fine arts photographer and enjoys gardening,
advocacy related projects, travel, and paddle boarding adventures. She lives in Carmel
with her

SWETHA MOHAN

Coming from an immigrant family and as a former
high school math educator, Swetha is passionate
about accessibility and student success. Her years
teaching- often serving immigrant and refugee
communities- shaped her belief in the power of
opportunity and support to change a child’s life.

Now the Growth Marketing Director at DeltaMath
Solutions, she brings eight years of experience in data-
informed storytelling, growth, and brand strategy.

Swetha is excited to support Grassroot Projects’ mission to empower children with the
resources they need to be successful. Outside of work, she enjoys reading, exploring new
foods, and spending time with her husband, Sean, and dog, Inji.




A heartwarming example of our
dedication to supporting immigrant and refugee &5
children is the recent event hosted by several of our
volunteers at Microsoft. In an impressive display of

community's

teamwork and generosity, they organized a packing
party where they assembled 300 hygiene kits donated by Microsoft in less than 45

minutes! These kits are essential for ensuring that children and their families have access
to necessary personal care items, enhancing their well-being and comfort.

Moreover, the team took the extra step to write thoughtful notes to accompany toys,
adding a personal touch to each gift. This not only brings joy to the children but also serves
as a reminder that they have a community that cares deeply about their happiness and
success. The donation of time and effort from our volunteers is much appreciated, and it
exemplifies the power of coming together to make a meaningful difference.

Parent Testimonial
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I have a deep
appreciation, thank you
for good work. Maybe it

doesn't feel like a big
thing - but for someone
who can’t pay back - |

don't have the words.
Blessed. Please keep it

® 99

Caroline, mother of two children.

@grassrootprojects | info@grassrootprojects.org
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Ways to Help

LOOKING FOR A NEW BLACK FRIDAY
TRADITION?

Anyone can host a packing party to make a significant
difference in the lives of youth in our communities.
These events bring people together to assemble
essential kits, which can provide much-needed
support to families facing challenges. Whether you're
an individual, a community group, or a business, you
can organize a packing party that is both impactful
and rewarding.

Coming Up

DECEMBER 2 GIVING TUESDAY
DECEMBER 3 SALESFORCE PACKING PARTY
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